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PHIL. However important the letter may be that I am
desired to read_, you should know, my friend, that
it is rude to come and interrupt people in the midst
of a conversation,, and that a valet who knows how
to behave should apply to the servants of the house-
hold for leave to come in.

JUL. I will make a note of that, Madam, in my book.

PHIL, (reads). Trissotin boasts, Madam^ that he will
wed your daughter. I warn you that his philosophy is
directed only to your wealth, and that you will do well
not to conclude this marriage before you have seen the
poem which I am writing against him. Whilst wait-
ing Jor this portrait, wherein I mean to paint him for
you in his true colours, I send you Horace, Vergil,
Terence and Catullus, wherein you will Jind marked
in the margin all the passages he has pilfered.

PHIL, (proceeds). As soon as the marriage on which I
have set my heart is announced, a crowd of enemies
arise to frustrate my virtuous efforts. To-day's
outburst of abuse makes it expedient for me to take
action which shall confound envy, and make it feel
that the effort it has made to prevent the marriage
has only hastened it. Go and report all this at once
to your master and tell him that, in order to show
him what great store I set by his noble counsels,
and how worthy of being followed I esteem them,
I will this very night marry my daughter to that
gentleman. You, Monsieur,, as a family friend^
shall be present to sign their contract: J wish you
to be there. Armande, be sure you send to the
Notary, and go and tell your sister all this.

ABM. There is no need to warn my sister; this gentle-
man will take the trouble of conveying the news to
her at once and of disposing her heart to rebel
against you.

PHIL. We shall see who will have most power over her
and whether I can reduce her to a sense of her duty.
(She goes ant.)